From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 10:45:24 1995 

Date: Sun, 25 Jun 95 19:20:20 PDT 

From: jproc@worldlinx.com 

Subject: RE: "Uh-oh," was RE: Help me not throw in the towel. 
Message-ID: <Chameleon.4.01.2.950625204106.jproc@jproc> 


Roberta, 


I couldn't resist in replying to your commments. In certain ways, I'm like 
you. I like simplicity, demand simplicity and recently stated in a corporate 
memo that "I've yet to be insulted by a vendor who made a product that was 
too easy to use". 


> A. I use fountain pens; I prefer them. 


I couldn't stand to use these things when I was in grade school and the ball 
point pen was a salvation. In fact, the ball point was developed for fighter 
pilots whose fountain pens stopped working above a certain altitude. I always 
had to be near an inkbottle or vice versa and on occassion, there was an 
‘oops' when the ink bladder decided to relieve its contents and soil my 
shirt. On the other hand, nothing can match the beauty of the written 

word when pen and ink are in the skilled hands of a caligraphist. 


> B. When I have to draw something, I get out pencil, paper and 
>straightedge, not a CAD program. 


There are occassions when a piece of paper and pencil are far superior than 
CAD, however, I welcome any drawing program which helps me to achieve a level 
of drawing quality that I could never, ever, hope to achieve using my own 
talents. 


> C. My desk is a huge old oak professor's desk, probably late of Butler 
>U and dating from the late 1930s. 


Hey, that's neat! Nothing wrong with putting antique furniture to good use. 
Some folks pay big bucks for antique furniture, than stare at it. 


> D. I still *cook.* Nodbody cooks any more. 


Are you relly sure about that one? Commercially prepared food is junk and 
relativelty expensive. Restaurant food is tasty but generally unhealty and 
costly as well. Statistics say that more people are spending more disposable 
income on fast food, but I can assure you that grocery chain store executives 
don't have to worry about loosing their day jobs. Around here, we place great 
emphasis on healthy, nutritional, home cooking. 


> E. My car is a '73 MGB; a little nicer than a Model T Ford, it does 
>have seatbelts, brake and running lights and handles better, but it's still 
>awfully basic. 


The more basic the car, the easier it is on your pocketbook - less things to 
go wrong. Folks who have big incomes want all the ‘bells and whistles' on 
their toys. Can you blame them? With BA's its not much different. Some of 
us can only afford the basics and for others, money is not a limiting factor. 


> F. Except for an RS 10m transcievething that's in a box in the 
>basement and a homebrew SWL set on my nightstand, xallx of my radio gear 
>is tube-type. 


Nothing wrong with that. If it does the job that you want it do and it gives 
you satisfaction, that's all that counts. There are days when I wish that I 
owned an RCA Radiola in order that I could hear how this vintage radio 
receives current day broadcast band stations. 


> G. I am more likely to use either a slide rule, an abac/nomogram, or 
>pencil and paper to figure things out than a calulator. If it's complex 
>or repetitive enough to call for a computer, I use BASIC to do the job. 


It's hard for me to believe that anyone could solve a problem on a slide rule 
faster than a calculator assuming both devices have the same capability. My 
personal time is very valuable. Doing repetative long hand divison or 
multipliction is a total waste of my time. On occasion, I still do the odd 
calculation by hand so I don't forget how to to it manually. 


> H. Finally, I don't have (and will not use) a color display nor 
>graphical user interfaces on my computer. 


You just, might get me to agree with the graphical interface, however, why 
anyone would deny themselves colour is most puzzling. Can you imagine what a 
dull world it would be if our eyes were monochrome instead of colour? At one 
time, colour computer monitors came at a premium, but not in today's 
marketplace. Why the self-denial? Go ahead get colour - you will never regret 
the decision. 


> Clearly, I shall be the first against the wall when the crunch comes! 


You are very correct. In this day and age of quickly moving technology, those 
who don't adapt and retrain quickly will be left behind in the workplace. 


> ...And y'know what? I don't care. I'm on xmy* time after work is 
>over. 


Yes Bobbi, but think of it. Look at how much extra time you could devote to 


Boatanchor activity, if you ran a CAD program on a colour based, state of the 
art PC, which sits on a beautiful antique desk. While waiting for the printer 
to finish a perfectly composed schematic, you could be eating home baked 
bread and listening to your favourite short wave program on your tube BA. You 
will probably log more stations using a ballpoint pen since searching for ink 
can be pain and a time waster. In doing this, you will be working in a very 
relaxed and peaceful atmosphere in knowing that your automobile is not a 
"Sarage queen". :-):-) 


> (A model T gal in a world of Vipers) 
Not true - just perceived. 


So what does all of this have to do with BA's? It really focuses on my 
previous comments. It's not a black and white world. There are many shades of 
grey and plenty of latitude for the co-existance of the new and the old. 
There are good reasons for preserving hertitage, however, there are pressing 
reasons for wanting to do things more efficiently in order to protect our 
livelyhoods. Times change - how we change with them, affects the course of 
our lives. 


Regards, 

Jerry Proc VE3FAB 

E-mail: jproc@worldlinx.com 
Radio Restoration Volunteer 
HMCS Haida Toronto, Ontario 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 10:45:24 1995 

Date: Sun, 25 Jun 1995 16:48:46 -1000 (HST) 

From: Jeffrey Herman <jeffrey@math. hawaii. edu> 

Subject: RE: "Uh-oh," was RE: Help me not throw in the towel. 
Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950625162619 .26647A-100000@kahuna> 


> G. I am more likely to use either a slide rule, an abac/nomogram, or 
>pencil and paper to figure things out than a calulator. If it's complex 
>or repetitive enough to call for a computer, I use BASIC to do the job. 


It's hard for me to believe that anyone could solve a problem on a slide rule 
faster than a calculator assuming both devices have the same capability. My 
personal time is very valuable. Doing repetative long hand divison or 
multipliction is a total waste of my time. On occasion, I still do the odd 
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> calculation by hand so I don't forget how to to it manually. 


A couple of years ago there was a contest between a group of engineering 
students armed with their state-of-the-art hand calculators, and another 
group each with an abacus (no kidding!) (not even sure who made up the 
second group of students - maybe we have an abacus club on campus). The 
task was to carry out a large number of calculations. Unbelievably, one 
of the abacus-welding users won. 


As for myself, what personal time is spent using a slide-rule or 
pencil-and-paper is made up for by not watching any tele-vision 
(except for the news). It always makes me laugh to hear people say 
how little personal time they have to ______ (learn the code, home- 
brew a transmitter, etc.) yet they'll spend 2-4 hours watching the 
tele every evening! 


Don't let anyone tell you you're wasting your time using the older 
methods, Bobbi. If we only use the modern state-of-the-art techniques 
then we'll begin to atrophy - why use a machine to carry out a task 
when we're perfectly capable of doing it with our given mental and 
physical abilities? 


Jeff NH6IL ("There's plenty of time for rest in the grave.") 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 10:45:24 1995 

Date: Mon, 26 Jun 1995 07:37:01 -0500 (EST) 

From: "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indy.net> 

Subject: RE: "Uh-oh," was RE: Help me not throw in the towel. 
Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9506260719.B14795-0100000@indy3> 


Dear Jerry, 
A general comment, then some specifics: 


I was talking about xmyx time, not my professional hours. And it was 
mostly in re the implied position that "boatanchor" ham gear was Model T 
stuff. I don't think that's so--there are several "Tuckers" in the mix, 
and a good many "servicable '79 Chevys," too. Much of the old gear *xcanx 
keep up with the traffic, depending on the skill of the op. (Though I am 
very probably the radio equivalent of a dear old lady with blue hair 
going 46 mph in the fast lane, not an Andretti showing what a Triumph TR-3 
can be made to do!) 


Specifics: 
Actually, I use modernized cartridge pens; the liquid ink comes ina 
sealed-up plastic tube that it only breached when plugged into the pen's 


nib assembly. So you don't have to fill them; the euro-standard cartridge 
is leakproof when snapped in place in the pen, too. They're otherwise 
like the good ol' fountain pens, just less likely to mark their spot. 
(Maybe old fountain pens are Harley eggs?) 


CAD software is great if you're designing components for 
mass-production. For hobby work, it has no charm and is *xfarx too 
powerful and expensive for the job, like killing flies with a 
sledgehammer. (Postscript may be an exception--it's cheaper, more 
flexible, and appears to be user-friendly, though the programs look Greek 
to me. But it's not really a CAD thing). 


Color monitors? You can xkeepx them. Sitting on Dean's desk is a 
486DX4-100 with a superduper ultra hi-rez color monitor. Like all color 
computer monitors, it gives me killer migraines. 


GUI's are for people who can't be bothered with learning how to 
actually xusex things; I don't like ‘em. I'll either xlearn* the 
software or do without, thank you. 


Calculators vs. slide rules: hmptf! Most often, I start out by getting 
"Fermi numbers," good within one order of magnitude. You can do ‘em in 
your head. That's close enough to see if a gadget will fly and what rough 
voltage ratings and general sorts of components will be needed. After 
that, 2 or 3-digit accuracy is close enough. Calculators encourage 
figuring things to the umpteenth decimal place, which is a snare and a 
deception in a world of 20-percent-tolerance components. You don't even 
need a slipstick for most of what I do, or pencil and paper, either. 
Little voltage dividers, simple tuned circuits--basic stuff; toy radio, I 
admit it. 


I'm not being grumpy at you, Jerry. You're a good guy. I'm grumpy at 
a world that would deny me the simple sensual pleasure of the feel of 
using real ink on good paper; a world that would make me drive 55mph just 
because that's the speed limit. It's an *xupperx limit, and we don't xallx 
have to be pushing the envelope all the time. 


Professionally, I xdox keep up; and when I'm downtown, I use the 
bedammned color monitors and pop aspirin. On my own time, I please 
myself. It's not efficient but it's a lot more fun! 


73, 
- -Bobbi 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 10:45:24 1995 
Date: Mon, 26 Jun 1995 10:15:09 -0400 (EDT) 
From: azoth@netcom.com (AzOth) 


Subject: Re: "Uh-oh," was RE: Help me not throw in the towel. 
Message-ID: <199506261415 .KAA26828@netcom6.netcom. com> 


Hi Bobbi, 


Maybe it's just because it's Monday, but I gotta kvetch a little. I'll 
take for my text the old saw, ‘It's not what you use, but how you use it.' 


> Color monitors? You can xkeepx them. Sitting on Dean's desk is a 
> 486DX4-100 with a superduper ultra hi-rez color monitor. Like all color 
> computer monitors, it gives me killer migraines. 


Is it really the color, or just somebody's poor choice of operating 
parameters? With my hardware, the best resolution I can obtain is 
1280x1024 in 256 colors, but the vertical refresh is then limited to 
around 60 Hz, which flickers like mad and eventually makes for a nice 
headache. I back off to 1024x768, with 65k colors to boot, and the 
vertical rate becomes a nice ‘ergonomic' flicker-free 74 Hz, which I 
can look at all day long (and do, my office Sparc 5 display is similar.) 
The reduced screen real estate I more than make up for with multiple 
‘virtual desktop' techniques. Hi-rez w/flicker is no bargain. 


> GUI's are for people who can't be bothered with learning how to 
> actually xusex things; I don't like 'em. I'll either xlearnx the 
> software or do without, thank you. 


If you ill-tempered or experienced enough to ignore most of the industry 
hype ('GUI wars'), what soon shakes out is the reality that GUI is _not_ 

an either/or proposition. It's one tool of an arsenal, which is appropriate 
for some things, and wrong-headed for others, like toggle-switches vs. knobs, 
or lights vs. meters. Or wrenches vs. hammers. I use X-windows a lot, but 
very often only to provide simple text windows containing command prompts; 
with current hardware, I lose nothing at all, and gain point and click for 
things that can benefit, like ftp or web operations. A GUI is only a tool. 


> Calculators vs. slide rules: hmptf! Most often, I start out by getting 
> "Fermi numbers," good within one order of magnitude. You can do ‘em in 

> your head. That's close enough to see if a gadget will fly and what rough 
> 

> 


voltage ratings and general sorts of components will be needed. After 
that, 2 or 3-digit accuracy is close enough. 


Roger that! My own pointy head isn't yet so dull that I can't use it for 
simple sums and base conversions, but I'm afraid that my slipstick skills 
aren't what they used to be. Like other analog techniques, half the solution 
lies in properly setting up the problem, usually reforming the equations 

so as to minimize slide and cursor motion, and thereby maximize accuracy 

and speed. This is a skill, and is often overlooked in stick vs. calculator 
playoffs, which as a result will frequently favor the skilled slipstick 


operator over a naive brute-force button pusher, who _substitutes_ his 
calculator for part of his brain instead of using it as an adjunct, the 
way God and von Neuman intended. ;-) 


Cheers es 73 
RF Buchanan 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 16:08:09 1995 

Date: Mon, 26 Jun 1995 08:45:08 -0700 (PDT) 

From: paul Veltman <veltman@netcom. com> 

Subject: Re: "Uh-oh," was RE: Help me not throw in the towel. 
Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9506260822 .A27102-0100000@netcom16> 


Hi Gang, 

A 486DX-100??? I am shocked and surprised that all you guys are not 
running PDP-11s or IBM 1620s in the true BA spirit! ;-) 

73 


Paul WA60kKQ 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 16:08:09 1995 

Date: Mon, 26 Jun 95 08:46 PDT 

From: jml@spider.lloyd.com (Jim Lockwood) 

Subject: RE: "Uh-oh," was RE: Help me not throw in the towel. 
Message-ID: <mOsQGMS-0Q010WUC@spider.1lloyd.com> 


At 07:45 PM 6/25/95 -0500, jproc@worldlinx.com wrote: 


> 

>> H. Finally, I don't have (and will not use) a color display nor 
>>graphical user interfaces on my computer. 

> 

>You just, might get me to agree with the graphical interface, however, why 
>anyone would deny themselves colour is most puzzling. 


I wouldn't look on this as denial. In fact I can think of one pretty good 


reason to prefer a monochrome monitor..... image sharpness. In today's 
Pentium charged world of PCs, a color monitor with .026" dot pitch is 
considered pretty good, and priced accordingly. However, in the monochrome 


world, a dot pitch of .011 is easy to obtain and I've used monitors with 
.007" dot pitch. Lemme tell ya, you might not be able to see .026 or .007, 
but your eye readily recognizes that, Hey, This Monitor Is xxSharpxx!! 


I'll take a razor sharp monochrome or gray scale monitor any day over a fair 
to middlin' sharp color monitor. 


>Can you imagine what a 
>dull world it would be if our eyes were monochrome instead of colour? 


Ever seen any of Ansel Adams monochrome photography? Is it dull? 


> Go ahead get colour - you will never regret 
>the decision. 


When I was at Sun, they took away my 1600x1280, .007" dot pitch monitor and 
replaced it with a .00big" color monitor..... the images on that color 
monitor looked like they were composed of colored grains of sand. I never 
did learn to like it. Never. 


73% 


Jim - km6nk 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 16:08:09 1995 

Date: Mon, 26 Jun 1995 11:44:01 -0400 

From: doonan@cordmc.dnet.etn.com (Dennis Doonan x6916 (N9VSL) ) 
Subject: Re: "Uh-oh," was RE: Help me not throw in the towel. 
Message-ID: <9506261544 .AA11689@etn. com> 


A PDP-11????? You gotta be kidding. Nothing newer than a PDP-8 
is a Boat Anchor!!_ :-) 
73 de Dennis, N9OVSL /(newly AA) 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 16:08:09 1995 

Date: Mon, 26 Jun 1995 08:58:46 -0700 

From: haynes@cats.ucsc.edu (Jim Haynes) 

Subject: Re: "Uh-oh," was RE: Help me not throw in the towel. 
Message-ID: <199506261558. IAAQ8308@hobbes. UCSC .EDU> 


How about nothing newer than a (IBM 709, Burroughs 220, Bendix G-15, ...) 
all vacuum tube machines. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 16:08:09 1995 

Date: 26 Jun 95 14:35:41 EDT 

From: Alan Richer/CAM/Lotus <Alan_Richer/CAM/Lotus.LOTUS@crd.lotus.com> 
Subject: Re: "Uh-oh," was RE: Help me not throw in the towel. 


Message-ID: <9506261837 .AA03773@internet1. lotus.com> 
Re: PDP-11s.... 


I can proudly say that I used to own one, but threw in the 
towel on it when I realized that there were more efficient 
ways to heat my home... .8x) 


I have also been the proud owner of a MicroVAX I, a MicroVAX II 
a Rainbow (also known as a Painbow), a Pro 350 and other 
such delusions from Ken Olsen.... 


There are boatanchors even I won't touch..... -ajr 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 16:08:09 1995 

Date: Mon, 26 Jun 1995 15:04:08 -0400 

From: durham@w2xo.pgh.pa.us (James C. Durham) 

Subject: Re: "Uh-oh," was RE: Help me not throw in the towel. 
Message-ID: <199506261904.PAA21576@w2xo0.pgh.pa.us> 


Alan Richer wrote: 
>Re: PDP-11s.... 


>I can proudly say that I used to own one, but threw in’ the 
>towel on it when I realized that there were more efficient 
>ways to heat my home....8*) 


>I have also been the proud owner of a MicroVAX I, a MicroVAX II 
>a Rainbow (also known as a Painbow), a Pro 350 and other 
>such delusions from Ken Olsen.... 


My electric bill must have gone down $75 to $100 a month when I shut 
off the Microvax II. I really liked that machine. I had X up on it 
with a VR-299 monitor (color xwithout*x headaches) and I was running 
my ham packet bbs and gateway and uucp to Pitt 24 hours a day with 


local hams calling in on a dial-up. It xworked*. But....my electric 
meter worked too,...overtime 8-( 
>There are boatanchors even I won't touch..... -ajx 


I have to sadly agree. BIW, I had the World Box with the dual power 
supplies. They ought to give you jumpers to go directly to your 
distribution box when they shipped those things. I think it was 7 
amps without the monitor! 


I'm now running FreeBSD on a '386. It's like comparing a "peaky" 


little sports car to a Peterbilt. Yeah, the '386 looks fast, but 
when there are 10 people logged in,...it fades away, the old 
Microvax would just keep on truckin.. 


An interesting aside is that we have a local group of computer and 
ham idiots called "The Toads". We have infiltrated Pitt to the extent 
that we had an old Vax 780 (now that's a boat anchor!) that was doing 
our UUCP stuff and news. It finally died with something major that 
couldn't be fixed on our budget (zilch to no dollars), so, in order 
to keep basically the same operational motif, we decided to strap a 
Microvax in the support rack and it's now doing what the 780 did, 
just a little more slowly. It's a absolute scream because the 

780 had these "washing machine" type RK(whatever) drives that we 
coupled up to the MicroVax, so the drives are collectively about 

10 times the size of the computer! 


Now.. imagine having a 780 in your basement... imagine the large 
conductor power drop and new pole transformer...... 


-Jim Durham 
W2X0 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 16:08:09 1995 

Date: Mon, 26 Jun 1995 15:13:54 -0400 (EDT) 

From: johnmb <johnmb@nando.net> 

Subject: Re: "Uh-oh," was RE: Help me not throw in the towel. 
Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950626151055 .1662A-100000@parsifal.nando.net> 


Ho! I worked in the factory that built the electonics for ALL of these. 
They were a pain then too! 
/john (a ex-delusion of Robbie Palmer) 


t=) 
I have also been the proud owner of a MicroVAX I, a MicroVAX II 
a Rainbow (also known as a Painbow), a Pro 350 and other 


such delusions from Ken Olsen.... 


There are boatanchors even I won't touch..... -ajr 


VV VV VV MV 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 10:45:24 1995 
Date: Sun, 25 Jun 1995 22:15:54 -0400 (EDT) 


From: Thomas Bryan <tbryan@mailstorm.dot.gov> 
Subject: B-29 Kee Bird Burns Up 
Message-ID: <199506260215.AA10018@mailstorm.dot.gov> 


Hello All, 


> 
> Apparently the only equipment removed from the plane by the Airforce 
> was classified stuff. Bet the BA's talk stuff was still there (now gone). 


Does Tom or anyone else know what equipment could possibly be classified after 
all this time? 


Tom Bryan 
tbryan@mailstorm.dot.gov 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 10:45:24 1995 
Date: Sun, 25 Jun 1995 20:18:00 -0400 

From: howellh@admin.winthrop.edu 

Subject: B-29 On Ice 

Message-ID: <95062520180060@admin.winthrop.edu> 


WINTHROP UNIVERSITY Electronic Mail Message 
Date: 25-Jun-1995 08:04pm EDT 
From: Haney Howell 
HOWELLH 
Dept: Mass Communication 


Tel No: 323-4534 


>TO: Remote Addressee ( _smtp%"boatanchors@theporch.com" ) 


Subject: B-29 On Ice 


The discussion about the B-29 lost in Greenland may mark the end of a family 
saga. Was it the "Keybird"? 


My favorite uncle spent the late 40s flying B-29s and B 50s out of Tule. They 
were perfecting Dopler navigation in the rather unforgiving world of ice. As 
children, my sister and I would play again and again a phonograph record (78 
rpm!!) of a dramatic poem based on the loss of that airplane. My uncle 
expressed great guilt because he was scheduled to be on board (had a copy of the 
manifest to prove it) and felt he could have prevented their problems. It was 
most exciting when the Keybird was found. I'm saddened by the end, but must 
wonder if the lady didn't just want to stay as a reminder of the limits of man. 


This is the same uncle who gave me a three tubed radio in a pink case when I was 
six. Endless nights of Broadcast DXing led me to a career decision to go into 
radio. Wish I could find that little set. A good Elmer led several of us to 
ham radio, and Richard Wagner, K4MZE and I remain active. Thank goodness for 
uncles who understood little boys. 


Really enjoy the list. 


Haney NO2N/4 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 16:08:09 1995 
Date: Mon, 26 Jun 1995 13:54:16 -0600 

From: thaake@bsm2ee1.attmail.com (thaake) 

Subject: BA Computers 

Message-ID: <PMX-TERM-2.02-bsm2ee1-thaake-299> 


Although I never worked for IBM the company I worked for was a heavy user of 
the IBM equipment. The first machine they purchased after the 709(?) tube 
system was the 1401. The 1401 eventually wound up in my 2 car garage (needed 
all the room) and then was dismantled. The serial number was #3 and I didn't 
feel a bit bad about disasembling it at the time since I was taking much heat 
from my wife over the loss of her garage parking space. I understand the 1401 
might have been their first solidstate general purpose data processor. It was 
always refered to as the "4K" since it had 4K worth of "core matrix" memory. 
Part of the memory is in a paper weight the rest went to a school. I hope it 
is still being used as a training aid. Shame to think that com-sci students 
might have but one definition for a "donut" and that's something you eat for 
breakfast. 


Some of the card reader parts ( 1/3 hp motors, belts, etc) are still doing 
duty around the homestead. 


I had the oppurtunity to remove the "165" years later but I quickly refused 
the offer. The company had to pay someone to come in and do it. That one 
instance with the 1401 cured me of future computer BA-ing. 


I do have a friend that collects things like the old SW Tech and other 8 bit 
machines. He gets jubilant when he's able to get one to boot, estatic when it 
can read a file. Doesn't sound too much diferent from some of us!! 


Tim WAOTSY 
thaake@bsm2ee1.attmail.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 10:45:24 1995 
Date: Sun, 25 Jun 1995 15:26:49 -0700 

From: Jack Taylor <n7oo@hereford.ampr.org> 

Subject: Re: BA test equip wanted (tube stuff) 
Message-ID: <199506252233.RAA18403@uro.theporch. com> 


At 09:50 AM 6/25/95 -0500, Steven Wilson wrote: 

>I am looking for both 7 pin and 9 pin tube test adapters. These use 
>to be in every TV service man's caddy. Not sure of the proper name but 
>they plug-in the tube socket and then the tube plugs into them so you 
>can get to each tube pin to test voltage, etc... 


SWAP MEET ALERT! A related item to be on the lookout for is the MX-1258/U 
Tube Socket Adaptor Kit. Comes in a little light gray box slightly smaller 
than a childs lunch pail. Mine says it was made for the Navy Department, 
Bureau of Ships and is "For general electronics use". (Contract NObsr 
75362) Has a label with an orange background, a metal rod-like carrying 
handle and, a couple chrome snaps to keep the lid closed. Inside it has 
adaptors for nine different tube bases, 4 pin thru octal and loctal plus 7 
and 9 pin miniatures. Also has pin straighteners for the 7 and 9 pin 
miniatures. 


Under the lid is an instruction book. Yes, an instruction book that not 
only tells you how to use the various adaptors, but also has several pages 
of tube types referenced to the included base diagrams. It additionaly 
lists the National Stock Numbers for the adaptors. 7-prong minature is 
6625-643-1641 and 6625-643-1640 for the 9-prong. No, my MX-1258/U isn't for 
sale, but the serial number is 8160, giving rise to the possiblity that 
there are a LOT of em out there!. 


73 de Jack. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 10:45:24 1995 
Date: Sun, 25 Jun 1995 15:26:26 -0700 

From: Jack Taylor <n7oo@hereford.ampr.org> 

Subject: Re: BAs-Design Life 

Message-ID: <199506252232.RAA18395@uro.theporch. com> 


At 12:59 AM 6/25/95 -0500, William Hawkins wrote: 

>Nothing lasts a long time without maintenance. The real question is, 
>was it designed to be maintainable. The use of non-ferrous castings 
>for critical parts is justified if replacements are available ( or 
>planned to be available ) _and_ the set wasn't built around the part, 
>the way some cars are built around their radios. To remove radio, 
>first dismantle car ... 

> 


>Judging from the maintenance manuals for the R-390 class of receiver, 
>I'd say they were built to be maintained (if the gears never give out). 
>Other military gear might not have been so designed, but rather was 
>designed to be thrown away and replaced by a complete set. 

> 

>Bill Hawkins bill@bvc.frco.com 

> 


The gear-train in most of the contract versions of R-390A's that I've seen 
look and feel pretty substantial. Some of the military equipment of the 
late 50's and thru the 60's were mechanically built fairly good. 


As a maintenance technician for the FAA back in the 60's I was impressed 
with the construction of Collins designed UHF air to ground radios that were 
produced under contract for the military. Military BA collectors might want 
to focus on these. 


T-217 Transmitter and MD-129 Modulator-Power Supply. 


If the heft and gear system in the R-390 series appeals to you, you WILL 
want a T-217 rig! There were two versions made, the 217/GRR and the 
217A/GRR with the latter being designed for continous duty. This 
transmitter operates on 1800 crystal controlled frequencies spaced at 0.1 Mc 
intervals from 220.0 to 399.0 mc. Rather than use 1800 crystals, a mixer 
scheme with only 38 crystals is used.. It is tuned by a motor driven 
frequency selector unit. 


The RF output stage consists of two 4X150 tubes in a compact folded tuned 
line circuit and is rated at 100 watts output. Final amp tuning is done 
with a servo bridge. (I know of one ham who discarded the servor bridge, 
padded the circuit to two meters and ran a full 1 kW DC input with this 
amplifier. He did extract the amplifer assembly from the T-217 and used a 
higher voltage power supply though.) 


The MD-129 modulator/power supply is in a separate box, ran off 115/220VAC, 
supplied necessary voltages and used a pair of 4-65As for high-level AM. 
Both the T-217 and MD-129 were designed for 19 inch rack mounting. Asa 
guess, The MD-129 weighed about 100 lbs and the T-217 was a little lighter. 


R-278 Receiver. A UHF multi-channel triple-conversion AM receiver covering 
.1 mc intervals from 220.0 - 399.9. Collins manufactured the R-278, R-278A, 
and R-278B with some R-278B's produced by Delco. Again, a total of 38 
crystals allowed 1800 crystal controlled channels. A motor-driven frequency 
selector was used to permit rapid change of the operating frequency. This 
receiver also had a nice squelch circuit which quieted the audio output 
until a carrier was detected. Designed for 19 inch rack mounting, it 
weighed about 75 - 100 lbs. All of this series came in light-weight 
aluminum enclosures. 


As I recall, the only maintenance problems these units had were due to an 
occasional tube dying. Like the energizer bunny....a good choice for those 
interested in semi-exotic BA servo tuning design and/or AM voice in the 223 
MHz band. The antenna used was the AT-197/GR discone. 


73 de Jack 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 10:45:24 1995 
Date: Sun, 25 Jun 1995 20:22:09 -0400 

From: JosephWP@aol.com 

Subject: Re: BAs-Design Life 

Message-ID: <950625202205_102101301@aol . com> 


Jack, 


>>>> 

R-278 Receiver. A UHF multi-channel triple-conversion AM receiver covering 
.1 mc intervals from 220.0 - 399.9. Collins manufactured the R-278, R-278A, 
and R-278B with some R-278B's produced by Delco. Again, a total of 38 
crystals allowed 1800 crystal controlled channels. A motor-driven frequency 
selector was used to permit rapid change of the operating frequency. 

>>>> 


Years ago (early 70s) I had an R-278 receiver. It was a fine set and I used 

it for some time until one of the clutches failed and I could not repair it. 
Bought it at RITCO in Virginia. Still remember carrying (!) it up the stairs 
of my town house in Alexandria. My back still hurts! 


Joseph Pinner + 
Lafayette, LA 

KC5IID 

EMail: josephwp@aol.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 16:08:09 1995 
Date: Mon, 26 Jun 95 10:33:24 -0400 

From: lakeith@wrdis01.robins.af.mil (Larry Keith ) 
Subject: Bone Yard List # 2 

Message-ID: <199506261433.JAA23986@wrdis01.robins.af.mil> 


I have the following items for sale: 
Bone Yard List, 6-26-955 


Books/Magazines/Manuals: 


1. RCA Technical Manual TT-5, RCA Transmitting Tubes, copyright 
1962. Used, but good condition. $10.00 


2. Radio Shack 62-2058, Computer Circuits For Experimenters, by 
Forest M. Mims, III. Good Condition. $2.00 


3. Motorola Solid States Project Manual, 2nd edition, copyright 
1968. Good Condition. $2.00 


4. Calectro Digital Handbook, copyright 1973, Fair condition. 
$2.00 


5. Radio Shack 62-2090, Integrated Circuit Projects, Vol 1. Good 
Condition. $2.00 


6. Radio Shack 62-2091, Integrated Circuit Projects, Vol 2. 
Good Condition. $2.00 


7. Radio Shack 62-2092, Integrated Circuit Projects, Vol 3. 
Good Condition. $2.00 


8. Radio Shack 62-2094, Integrated Circuit Projects, Vol 5. 
Good Condition. $2.00 


9. Radio Shack 62-2095, Integrated Circuit Projects, Vol 6. 
Good Condition. $2.00 


10. The ARRL Antenna Book, circa 1955. Missing covers anda 
couple of intro pages. Poor condition. $5.00 


11. Understanding Amateur Radio, published by the ARRL in 1971. 
Very good condition. $8.00 


12. Specialized Communications Techniques for the Radio Amateur, 
published by the ARRL in 1975. Good Condition. $6.00 


13. Radio Shack 62-2020, Basic Electricity Series, DC Circuits, 
Vol II, Circuit Analysis Methods. Good Condition. $5.00 


14. Electronics In Action, 2nd Edition, by George H. Delpit & 
Stephen Johnson. copyright 1969. Introductory text in electronics 
using tubes and transistors. Good Condition. $5.00 


15. How to use the Audio Industries Record Changer, undated, 
pamphlet that describes the proper operation and adjustment of 
the record changer. Good condition. $1.00 


16. Philco Service instructions for Models 50-527 and 50-527-I 
Clock Radios, copyright 1949, Good condition, $3.00 


17. Sams Photofact # 484-17, dated 2-48, for Philco Models 48- 
460, 48-460-I. Good condition. $3.00 


18. Sams Photofact # 425-16S, Schematics for Mopar Model 927, 
Philco Chassis 9L60, U and Mopar Models 856, 857, 861. Fair 
condition (pencil annotations). $3.00 


19. Sams Photofact # 399-6, dated 5-58, for Ford models 74BF 
(FEG-18805) and 84BF (B8A-18805-B). Good condition. $ 3.00 


20. RCA Ham Tips, March 1956. Good Condition. $2.00 

21. RCA Ham Tips, Summer, 1963. Good Condition. $2.00 

22. GE Ham News, January-February, 1953, Good Condition. $2.00 
23. GE Ham News, January-February, 1956, Good Condition. $2.00 
24. GE Ham News, September-October, 1958, Good Condition. $2.00 
25. S9 Magazine, September 1962, Good Condition. $3.00 


26. Service Magazine, January 1939. Includes articles on Andrea 
KTE5 Televisor, Hallicrafters DD1 Diversity Receiver, RCA 94BP4 
Portable Receiver, and Vacuum-Tube Voltmeters along with circuits 
for a dozen other items. Cover worn, but good condition 
otherwise. $10.00 


27. Service Magazine, February 1939. Includes articles on 
Facsimile, Facsimile Broadcast Station List, Fince RB Facsimile 
Recorder, Tubes and Wireless Record Players along with circuits 
for about a dozen items. Front cover loose, but good condition 
otherwise. $10.00 


28. Zenith Model R511 (Chassis 5RO1) Instruction sheet covering 
power supply, tuning, Wavemagnet, and Warranty. Good condition. 
$2.00 


29. Sams Photofact 269-17 for Zenith Models R511F, R, V, W 
(chassis 5RO1). Good condition. $3.00 


30. Philco Radio Model 48-460 or 48-460I Instruction Sheet, 
copyright 1947, covering installation, operation, and guaranty. 
Fair condition (discolored). $2.00 


31. VM Sales Flyer with photos and specification on Model 156 
Manual Phonograph, Model 920 Record Changer Attachment, Model 
1200 Record Changers, Model 155 Portable Phonograph and Changer 
Accessories. Good Condition. $3.00 


32. PRC-74B Manuals. Good quality copy. $32.00 
Vintage Gear 


1. RBB Receiver, 400 Kc to 5 Mc. with power supply and cables. 
80% cosmetically, 100% electrically. Shipping weight 150 lb. 
$280 plus shipping. 


2. RBC Receiver, 4 Mc to 27 Mc with power supply and cables. 
95% cosmetically, 100% electrically. Has a data plate that 
indicates that it was "Restored by U. S. Navy Shipyard, San 
Francisco, CA in 1961." Shipping weight 150 lb. $340 plus 
shipping. 


3. TCS-12 Receiver with shock mount. Excellent appearance. Not 
checked. $95 plus shipping. 


4. Gonset G-63 Receiver. Working. Has been installed in a custom 
wood cabinet. Looks good. $50 plus shipping. 


5. VRC-19 Radio Set, complete except for dynomotor. 2 power 
supplies (one new-still wrapped) all cables, control box, and 
manual. $205 plus shipping. 


6. SP-600-3X26, excellent condition, with covers. $375 plus 
shipping. 


Shipping is not included in the listed prices. If you would like a 
shipping quote, e-mail me at lakeith@robins.af.mil and include your 
zip code. 


73, 


Larry Keith, KQ4BY 
Warner Robins, GA. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 16:08:09 1995 
Date: Mon, 26 Jun 95 08:38:00 PDT 

From: "Kenan, Larry" <llk@sandshark.sandiegoca.ATTGIS.COM> 
Subject: Re: Brit Engineering 

Message-ID: <2FEED53D@sharkgate.sandiegoca.attgis.com> 


Let me understand this, the British computer that cracked the ENIGMA cypher 
(named the BOMBE, if I recall correctly) used motor driven mechanical 
switching. Are you telling me that it did not leak oil? :-) 


Larry Kenan - KO6SM 


>You may not know it, but the Brits made world's first computer during WwW2 
>to crack the German ENIGMA chiper ! 

> 

>73 Rag oz8ro 

> 

> 

>On Mon, 19 Jun 1995 n5off@w5ddl.aara.org wrote: 

> 

>> I did not write this joke, nor do I (necessarily) agree with it, but it 
gave 

>> me a chuckle back a few years ago. 

>> 

>> Q: Why don't the British make computers? 

>> 

>> A: Because they can't figure out how to make them leak oil . 
>> 

>> Sorry, couldn't resist. 

>> 

>> 73 de tom 

>> 

> 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 10:45:24 1995 
Date: Sun, 25 Jun 1995 20:37:47 -0400 

From: HAMRLUND@aol.com 

Subject: COLLINS 20V 

Message-ID: <950625203746_78098146@aol . com> 


Talk about BOATANCHORS, does anybody have a manual or any information ona 
Collins 20 V , 1000 watt broadcast xmitter? 


If so PLEASE let me know. 


Thank you 

Robert Fowle 
Jackson, Mich 
517-789-6721 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 10:45:24 1995 
Date: Mon, 26 Jun 95 08:45:53 EDT 

From: wendler@tomcat.adc.ray.com (John Wendler) 
Subject: Crystal cover plate for Drake R4C? 
Message-ID: <9506261245.AA12614@tomcat.adc.ray.com> 


I am looking for the plate that covers 
all the crystals in the back of the 
Drake R4C. Does anyone know where I 

may obtain this item? Failing that, 
does anyone have a physical description 
of one, so that I might bend some metal? 
My manual does not show a photo of it, 


Thanks! 

John 

John P. Wendler, P.E. e-mail: wendler@tomcat.adc.ray.com 
Raytheon Advanced Device Center phone: 508-470-9433 

358 Lowell St. fax: 508-470-9345 

Andover, MA 01810 Callsign: N5CQU 


DISCLAIMER: Any opinions expressed in the foregoing message are solely 
the author's and do not represent the position of the 
Raytheon Company. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 16:08:09 1995 
Date: Mon, 26 Jun 95 13:21:48 EDT 

From: wendler@tomcat.adc.ray.com (John Wendler) 
Subject: Re: Crystal cover plate for Drake R4C? 
Message-ID: <9506261721.AA13779@tomcat.adc.ray.com> 


From dmccrar@a553ca.orn.usace.army.mil Mon Jun 26 11:21:34 1995 
From: dmccrar@a553ca.orn.usace.army.mil (Dalton McCrary) 
Subject: Re: Crystal cover plate for Drake R4C? 

From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 16:08:09 1995 
X-Mailer: ELM [version 07.00.00.00 (2.3 PL11)] 

Content-Length: 38 


Give Drake a call. 


73, Dalton 
N40YS 


VV VV VV VV VV VV 


From Terry.Murphy@lambada.oit.unc.edu Mon Jun 26 08:59:20 1995 
Subject: Re: Crystal cover plate for Drake R4C? 

Date: Mon, 26 Jun 95 8:59:05 EDT 

From: terry murphy <Terry.Murphy@lambada.oit.unc.edu> 
X-Mailer: ELM [version 2.4dev PL65] 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type> : > text> 

Content-Length: 110 


Have you called Drake in Ohio ? I have found many small pieces and parts 
still in inventory. 


73 de ab4vj.. 


VVVVVV VV VV VV VV VV 


Thanks for the suggestion, but unfortunately Drake is 
out of this particular item... I have generally found 
them to be an excellent source of advice, but I have 
found them to be out of parts for the C-line whenever 
I called, recently. 


Thanks! 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 16:08:09 1995 
Date: 26 Jun 95 13:04:26 -0600 

From: William_Sievers-LWS005@email.mot.com 

Subject: RE: Crystal cover plate for Drake R4C? 
Message-ID: <"Macintosh */PRMD=MOT/ADMD=MOT/C=US/"@MHS> 


Just a hint: I used to buy a lot of spare parts from Collins and I found that 
whenever I requested parts for use on a given (but obsolete) piece of equipment, 
they would not have them in stock. However, if I mentioned only the P/N with no 
reference to what equipment it was to be used on, the part was more often than 
not in stock. It seems the order administrator had been trained to respond to 
the word "obsolete" which apparently shut off the process to do a thorough (or 
any) stock check. Drake might be the same way. 


73% 
Bill 
KC1HP 


> 
> Give Drake a call. 
> 


73, Dalton 
N40YS 


VVV NM 


Have you called Drake in Ohio ? I have found many small pieces and parts 
still in inventory. 


73 de ab4vj.. 


VV VVV VV 


Thanks for the suggestion, but unfortunately Drake is 
out of this particular item... I have generally found 
them to be an excellent source of advice, but I have 
found them to be out of parts for the C-line whenever 
I called, recently. 


Thanks! 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 16:08:09 1995 
Date: Mon, 26 Jun 95 13:31 MDT 

From: tech@cs.athabascau.ca (Richard Loken) 

Subject: re: Field Day Signal Reports 

Message-ID: <mOsQJsu-0018KXC@aupair.cs.athabascau.ca> 


RE: excessive carrier on 6M AM... 


There was somebody on 40M CW with a buzz, a whoop, and a 20kHz wide click all 
at the same time. I thought of calling him with a report but I was using a 
keyer (an item I had never touched till 2 hours before), sounded like death 
warmed over, and could barely muster my call and the report so I thought it 
took a lot of nerve to complain about his signal when I sounded like that. 


Only year I never brought out my key and the only year that I was asked to 
use one. 


Richard Loken VE6BSV, Systems Programmer - VMS : "...underneath those 
Athabasca University : tuques we wear, our heads 
Athabasca, Alberta Canada : are naked!" 

xx tech@cs.athabascau.ca xx : - Arthur Black 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 10:45:24 1995 
Date: Mon, 26 Jun 1995 07:41:05 +0200 (METDST) 
From: MEC <danmec@inet.uni-c.dk> 


Subject: FS: Military Xtals 
Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9506260709.A17646-0100000@inet.uni-c.dk> 


I have a Case CS-137 full of crystals FT 243 versions. 240 pcs in all. 
Starts at 5675 kHz and ends at 8650. seem to be in 25 kHz steps. 


Asking 75 dlrs plus shipping. 


73 Rag 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 16:08:09 1995 
Date: Mon, 26 Jun 95 15:00:11 -0400 

From: "Seifert, Rick" <rseifert@usia.gov> 

Subject: Gadzooks!They're back: -) 

Message-ID: <BOF5EE2F013CD8D1@usia. gov> 


eiua acre Tubes that is. After commenting on my daughters quizical look at 
the "what is that thing dad" (a tube) and reading others similar 
experiences, I stumbled upon this little nugget .Quoting from "AirCheck", 
a company publication from Pacific Recorders and Engineering.... 

wo egg what was surprising at ....the Paris AES exhibition was the 
growth of the vacuum tube amplifier and processor movement." 


And so it goes. 


73 de Rick 

Rick Seifert rseifert@usia. gov 
Radio Marti Tech Ops (202) 401-7104 

400 6th Street S.W. fax (202) 401-7623 


Washington, D.C. 20547 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 16:08:09 1995 
Date: Mon, 26 Jun 1995 10:32:32 -0400 (EDT) 

From: rdkeys@unity.ncsu.edu 

Subject: Re: Homebrew J-38's? 

Message-ID: <199506261432.KAA09534@ccO1du.unity.ncsu.edu> 


> 
> Larry: 

> 

> I haven't built a straight key from scratch xyet;* can you give me a 


> week or two? There's a lot of brass sheet and tubing laying on the bench 
> right now and it should be very do-able! :) 


Tis a fine and simple and straightforward task, befitting any true ham! 
Go, therefore, with goodly vigor, and do so make. 


Does anyone have any spare junk key knobs? I've used ceramic drawer 
pulls of about the right shape but haven't seen ‘em for awhile. (Radio 
Shack used to sell a very cheap plastic-base key that had a decent knob, 
too--anyone know if they still do?) 


VVV VV 


Of the best report are fine wooden handles, that can be found, if some 
care and dilligence in seeking is made, at a few hardware emporia. 
They be of lighter and snappier action than a heavy ceramic drawer pull. 


> 73, 
> --Bobbi 


Although I am not one to get into the CW fracas on the net, I will stick 
me bow planes into this one to relate a small success story on the key 
bit. 


A long time ago, in a land far, far away...... 


We needed some cheap hand keys for our local ham classes (we teach about 
half the new recruits for CW) and got to looking for that infernal cheap 
plastic asian variety °°J-38'' stamped from tin and plastic, and could 
find nary a single one. Not even the Boatanchor bilgewaters of the 
junque boxes throughout the club could come up with a sufficient quantity 
of rusty-trusty-JANuine J-38ishe pumpirons. So, with some trepidation, 
and cuz I comes by it from me OM, by trade and by name, I set thereto 
upon the woodpile out back with chainsaw/buzzsaw/tablesaw/keyholesaw 

in hand 'an chewed me way down to the bilgewaters of said woodpile to 
retrieve some choice pieces of flat stock such as might ordinarily have 
ended as the baseboard of a pet Hartley or detector and one-step. 


Of flat stock, about the thickness of a thumb, and with grain fair to 
to the length, some five or six fingers breadth and of some slight length 
exceeding that of the full hand, I took for the bases. Of hardwood 
stock, used in the garden circles for stakes of the tomato plant, 

being of the best and straightest grain, and without knots, of the 
thickness of a thumb, and the width of two fingers and the length of 

a full finger, I took a pair, one for each key lever trunnion. 

Of finest straight grained pine, narrow in the grain, akin to that 

of preference used by violinmakers for bellies of fiddles, and of 

the thickness square of the thumb, and length the same as the aforesaid 
base, I took for key lever arms. A brass rod was used for a bearing 
shaft. Springs from stock items in trade affixed to plastic see-thru 
cards at the local hardware emporium, were found to be quite acceptable. 
Brass screws for fitting binding posts, some infamous yellow bell-wire 
for hooking up brass bolts used for contacts, and plastic or of best 
report wooden drawer pulls (used because they be of lightness befitting 
the action at speed of a goodly telegraphic key), and all is ready to 

be fitted together. A double coat of boiled linseed oil of artists quality 
is fine for a goodly finish. Once assembled and adjusted, said parts 
made a fine and goodly action telegraph key, of sufficient integrity 
for beginning and expert cwists alike. Some 50 of these fair keys of 
the telegraphic sort were made, and performed fine duty with the new 
recruits, and a few ol' CW farts, alike. A few were specially made 

of finest hardwoods, and full brass fitting, for a few special friends. 
The cost was some 5 dollars for bits and pieces, and several hours 

of sweat and time waiting for things to dry after varnishing. 

So, if you see a JANuine specification wooden pumphandle GPO style 
telegraphic keying device floating around someday at a hamfest, 
gathering dust in the bilges of a junque box below and underneath 

some hamfest table, turn it over, and check carefully its ancestry. 

All the originals were signed by the maker, and beware of a few fakes 
that have been ‘'asurfacin' at sundry hamfests, as they be poor copies 
of the originals. You might be surprised...... and me too..... C:ttt..... 


All hams should at some point should make with care and utility a 
telegraphic keying device. 


73/Bob/NA4G 
Robert D. Keys..... (with a name like that, why not make a key or two!). 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKAKAKK 


x 73 TU SU VA DE NA4G *“*Boat Anchor Bob'', an ol' CW fart. x 
KIKI IKK KK AI IIIA IKI IIIA IK II I III IK TEI III IK TEI I IIIA IIA I IIIA IK II IIIA IK AI IIIA IK 
x Morse has been in the family for over 100 years. * 


x Morse radiotelegraphy (Spark/CW) has been in the family since 1914. * 
KI KKI KKK KK III IKK III III KIKI III IKK III III KIKI IKI KIKI III IAAI IIIA KKK 
*x May you have fair winds and following seas on your watch at the key. x 
KIKI KAKI KKK III KI IKK III KIKI KIKI III KIKI III KIKI III IIIA III IIIA III IIIA KAI KKK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 16:08:09 1995 

Date: Mon, 26 Jun 1995 11:28:04 -0400 (EDT) 

From: Steve Ellington <n4lq@iglou.com> 

Subject: Re: Homebrew J-38's? 

Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950626111642 .23037B-100000@iglou.iglou.com> 


On Mon, 26 Jun 1995 rdkeys@unity.ncsu.edu wrote: 


All hams should at some point should make with care and utility a 
telegraphic keying device. 


VVVV WV 


>This I have done Bob. And recently at that. Having obtained a broken 
mouse from the pc boatanchor junkbox here at the bank I set forth to 
construct the first mouse (sideswiper). I gutted the electronic stuff and 
simply ran wires to the two little micro switches out to the cable. I 
never realized how difficult using a swideswiper was until I tried 
sending a C on it. You gotta let up on each dot/dash. It works better as 
an Iambic paddle though and you can operate it from your pocket if you 
are so inclined. 

CFO bawk bawk bawk ba bawwwwakkkk or whatever. 


Steve 
n41q@iglou.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 10:45:24 1995 
Date: Sun, 25 Jun 1995 18:24:42 -0400 

From: WaltN@aol.com 

Subject: JPS ANC-4 Noise Antenna 

Message-ID: <950625182441 102045835@aol.com> 


The following is related to BA...I use the ANC-4 with _all_ my radios, 
including the BAs, and all benefit from this neat device. As I listen to the 
40M swap this afternoon on my R-390A and HC-10 combo, it is completely 
unintelligible without the ANC-4. Intrigued? Read on... 


My XYL bought me an ANC-4 for Father's Day, and I've gotta tell ya...this 
things is incredible! My 50 MHz 486 PC in the next room can completely 
obliterate the 9-10 MHz band, particularly if the SCSI-connected optical 


drive 

is being used. The ANC-4 COMPLETELY removes the interference and leaves a 
beautifully quiet band. Likewise, noisy kitchen flourescent lamps, SCR lamp 
dimmers, neighbors microwaves (and mine), etc. all are completely quieted by 
this little marvel. All I'm using is the built-in whip noise antenna...you 
can 

get exotic and use noise dipoles, etc. if you have a real problem, say with 
powerline noise. 


Although the manual and ads are very careful to state that the ANC-4 is 
intended only for "locally generated noise" (e.g., not atmospherics and the 
like), I have discovered another use for it that really boggled my mind last 
evening...removing interferrence from strong local stations. 


I listen to KNX in LA every evening on 1070. We are about 5 mi as the crow 
flies from KOFY's 50KW xmitter that, after sundown, is beamed _directly_ over 
us so as to protect other stations on the antenna's back side. Effectively, 
I'm 

receiving a volt/meter or so of their signal. To top this off, their 
sidebands 

extend _past_ 1070 (as seen on a spectrum analyzer). Thus, even with a very 
good air-core loop nulling KOFY out, KNX can be hard to copy. Now, comes the 
ANC-4 to the rescue. By using the ANC-4's antenna to grab KOFY's sideband 
slop 

(considerably stronget than KNX's signal) and by carefully adjusting the 
Noise 

Phase and Noise Gain controls, KOFY's interferrence can be nearly completely 
suppressed, even when listening on a simple random wire...I'll try it with the 
loop tonight. 


Because the ANC-4 does it's magic _before_ offending signals get into the 
receiver (it is interposed between the main antenna and the receiver), the 
signal/noise ratio in the receiver is effectively increased, making listening 
much better. Combine this with a DSP on the audio (e.g., the NIR series or 
the 

W9GR III), and armchair copy of really cruddy signals is much more possible. 
Because the unit requires only 12VDC at about 300 ma, it should be suitable 
for 

DXpeditions and Field Days where AS power is non-existent. 


The usual disclaimers apply...your mileage may vary. The ANC-4s are in short 
supply (it took Universal Radio a couple of weeks to get mine to me, tho they 
did get it here faster than promised...thanks, Fred!), so get your order in 
soon if you want one. I'll be happy to answer specific questions, of course. 


73 de Walt 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 16:08:09 1995 
Date: Mon, 26 Jun 95 09:41:00 -0700 

From: RICHARD_HUMPHREY@HP5200.desk.hp.com 

Subject: Manual source 

Message-ID: <"d0a+Bol000000000*" @MHS> 


Just received a manual for my Tek 516 scope from Manuals Plus, 
Spanaway, WA. 


They deal only in test equipment manuals from all the manufacturers. 
And no photocopies: if they got it, you get the real thing. 


It was shipped priority mail, and I had it 2 days after calling. 
The book is in good shape, as described. 


Phone 206 531-8031. 


I have no connection with them, etc. 
Richard 
N6NAE 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 10:45:24 1995 
Date: 25 Jun 95 18:26:23 EDT 

From: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com> 

Subject: Military Misc FS 

Message-ID: <950625222622_71333.144_DHQ39-2@CompuServe.COM> 


Vintage Radio Gear For Sale 


CONTACT: Don Merz, N3RHT: 47 Hazel Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15228. 
412-234-8819 (weekdays, EST or leave a message anytime). 
71333 .144@compuserve.com 


MILITARY 


Westinghouse 2-B-6534 dynamotor, 24v in , 300v out @ 70ma, w/mount: $9 
DM-25 dynamotor, no data: $6 
Westinghouse DM-34-D dynamotor, 14v in. 200v out @ 80ma, mount modified: $8 
Zenith DM-64A dynamotor, 14v in, 275v out @ 150ma, with mount. 
For BC-603/683, I think. $11 
#19 Mark II dynamotor power supply, very good, all original. Looks 
brand new inside. Untested. No mods. $45 
#19 Mark II radio set microphones. Scarce accessory for the # 19 set. 2 
left: 1) Good, no connector: $10, and 2) Fair, no cord or connector: $6 
Military FR-149/USM-159 Frequency Meter. 125kc-1000mc. Battery (6 D cells) 
or AC (but I don't have the power cord). Totally unique frequency display-- 
turning knob rotates 35mm film spool underneath lighted magnifying glass. 


The film has the frequencies on it just like a B&W photo. With lid and 
calibration charts. Manual photocopy. Contract 4559-PP-61. $20 

Military TS-13E handset. Can be used with the BC-1000 and several other 
WWII-era backpack radios. New-in-original box. $15 

Military #19 Mark II metal shell for telegraph key. The Mark II key came 
in a metal shell with two canvas straps on it for strapping it to the 
operator's leg. This is the rounded shell (another variation had a shell 
with squared-off edges). This shell has no key but the key was a standard 
Bunnell or WT8 so a replacement should not be difficult to find. $39 

Military BC-221AH WWII Frequency meter. Famous frequency standard used in 
most WWII military installations. This one is cosmetically just fair and 
electrically untested. It has 3 modifications--two of these are in existing 
holes but one is a hole drilled through the name tag (!?). No tubes but 
it has the crystal. With homebrew AC power supply. $9 

Military PRC-6 RDF loop antenna. Brand new in unopened original packaging. 
Mint. $30 

Canvas bag CS-76-B for the RM-29 remote control used with the SCR-284 
and many others, fair condition with carry strap: $12 

Canvas bag BG-189 (for SCR-300??), like new: $8 each. 2 to sell. 

Military (or Hallicrafters) BC-610 (or HT-4x) tuning units: 

TU-50 (4.0-5.0mhz), TU-52 (6.35-8.0mhz) and TU-48 (2.5-3.2mhz). $8 each. 

Military MP-73 mast base for mounting GRC-9 whip on vehicle or stucture. 

Unused. $15 

Military ATD transmitter spare parts cards: Set of contents/manufacturers 

cards from the ATD spare parts chest. $8 

Military A-62 Phantom Antenna for SCR-508 or SCR-528. As-new. $8 

AN130A whip antenna (for BC-1000, SCR-300 backpack set) $8 

Vietnam-era H-79 aircraft headphones with boom mic, nice: $10. One left. 

Military C-2536/SRA-17 "Control, Antenna." Part of antenna group AN/SRA-17 
(which includes antenna AT-924/AR and tuner TN-334/SRA-17). This is a 
control box for the VLF antenna used with the 1955-vintage Navy SRR-11 
VLF receiver. Covers 14kc-600kc according to the controls on the front. 
This is just the control box, no antenna or tuner is included. Probably 
only useful to someone who wants to add authenticity to their SRR-11 
setup. $9 each. 3 to sell. 

Transistor Devices 26V, 6A power supply. Regulated, over voltage protected, 
current limiting. Adjustable current limiting and slightly variable voltage. 
Transformer-type supply, not a switching supply. Good for powering receiver 
dynamotors such as command set equipment and the ARB, etc. Does not have 


quite enough current available to power the ARR-15 cleanly since the autotune 


motor and dyno try to draw their startup current simultaneously. Perfect 
looking and working condition. $13 


MILITARY TMs (Originals) 
RBZ original manual. One of the rarest military manuals. Excellent 


condition with covers. Prefer trade for a manual on my WANTED list above 
or sell for $45 


TM-11-467 Radar System Fundamentals--CONFIDENTIAL--4/28/44. $24 
TM-11-672 "Pulse Techniques," 1951, near-mint: $7 

ARN-14/14C Manual TO-12R5-2ARN14-12. $5 each. 2 to sell. 

TRC-8 original manual: $3 

T 11-296 PRC-6 Use manual. About 1955: $14 

T 11-4096 PRC-6 Field Maintenance Manual w/addendums: $19 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 10:45:24 1995 
Date: 25 Jun 95 18:25:02 EDT 

From: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com> 

Subject: Misc FS 

Message-ID: <950625222502_71333.144_DHQ39-1@CompuServe. COM> 


Vintage Radio Gear For Sale 


CONTACT: Don Merz, N3RHT: 47 Hazel Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15228. 
412-234-8819 (weekdays, EST or leave a message anytime). 
71333 .144@compuserve.com 


DuKane 7C40 microphones (2 to sell). Re-labeled Astatic DN-10 witngray body 
and chrome face. Very good. No stand: $10 
Ham Radio Center "Ham-Key" sideswiper paddles. Iambic. Black base, chrome and 
red parts. Excellent. $34 
M. C. Jones Electronics "Micromatch" Model MM-560 SWR and FWD-REFL power 
meter for QRP use (0 to 4 watts). With inline coupler model MM-565. Uses 
N connectors (UHF?). Nice shape but untested. M. C. Jones also made the 
early Collins-branded SWR meters. $17 
HRO 60 Dial Scales: A, B or C bandspread: $8 each 
Drake crystals for R4-series receivers: $8 each 
39.1mhz: Covers 28.0-28.5mhz (CW portion of 10 meters) 
Drake crystals for MARS Use of T4-series transmitters: $7 each 
15.1mhz: Covers 4.0-4.5mhz 
15.6mhz: Covers 4.5-5.0mhz 
Polarad RS-T microwave receiver. Large, rack-mount klystron-type set 
with tuning unit covering 1.9-4.3 ghz and preamp. AM/FM. Fills a 36 
inch tall rack and weighs 130 pounds. Not economically UPS-able. $59 
Collins TCS 110vac supply PP-380/U. The most rare TCS accessory. Plug- 
in replacement for the TCS dynamotor supply using same cables. Or use it 
to power virtually any 807-based rig. I have several of these: 
Parts available: Call me if you need any PP-380/U parts. 
Builder's Special: Complete but cosmetically and electrically rough. 
The transformers, chokes and oil-filled caps are guaranteed by me to 
be good or I will replace them. The relay and selenium rectifier are 
guaranteed to be bad and you must replace them. $39 each. 2 left. 
TBX-6 "Representative Type Test Data" book from General Electric. Describes 


all TBX acceptance tests and shows results on a representative sample. 
Photocopy. $7 

DAG-x direction finder. This is a WWII-vintage Navy RDF set with 

separate loop and sense (whip) antennas that plug in to the top. The 
whole thing is in an 18" square, 6' deep metal suitcase with a leather 
handle. The receiver is HF covering about 2-20mhz in 3 bands. The receiver 
sits in the top half of the suitcase with the battery compartment and 
headset storage compartment below. The 2 antennas store in clips inside 
the suitcase lid. Manual photocopy included with each set. This is 
apparently the original model (since it has no -1 or -2 behind the "DAG" 
on the tag.) This one is olive drab. The case serial number (4518) and 
radio serial number don't match. No antennas, headset or battery box 
cover (a flat piece of metal painted 0.D. with 4 retaining screws). Looks 
very good or better but unworking. $40 

DAG manual photocopy: $14.95 postage paid 

Military PP-114/VRC-3 vibrator power supply for the SCR-300 (BC-1000) WWII 
vintage backpack radio. Used, excellent. Three left. $29 each. 

Military ID6/APN4 Indicator. From WWII-vintage LORAN set--the first 

LORAN set ever produced. The rest of the set included a power supply 

and receiver (which I don't have). Nice front panel but black wrinkle 

on case is flaking. No mods. Untested. $40 

Another ID6/APN4 Indicator. Missing 3 knobs and one lever switch has been 
removed. Nice front panel. No unoriginal holes. Untested. $20...or 

buy both ID6/APN4 indicators for $50 

RS-6 Accessories: Instruction Cards (photocopies): $4/set 

Earphone with cord but ear clip is missing: $4 each 
Hank antenna, antenna clamps and wire leads: $7/set 

Military "ATR" 2-position receiver rack. The "ATR" packaging was the 
standard for military aircraft receivers by the end of WWII and through 
the Korean War era. So this rack fits receivers like the ARR-15, ARR-5 
and ARR-7. The connecting cable box is included but the connectors are 
missing. The nomenclature tag has been removed. Lord shock-mount feet 
included. Nice shape. $39 

Military CY-1218 Control Box. This is the transmitter/dual receiver 
operating control set from AN/GRC-38, the sucessor to the SCR-299, 399 
and 499 trucks. So this was designed to control a BC-610I and two 
Hallicrafters SX-73 receivers. It allows for two local operating positions 
and one remote (via field telephone). This control box looks very similar 
to the JB-70 control box in the SCR-399. A pretty sexy add-on to your 
BC-610 setup--plug-n-play with any BC-610 between the BC-614 speech amp 
and any two receivers. Made by Hallicrafters. Excellent condition. With 
AN/GRC-38 partial manual copy. $125 

BC-611 top cover, battery contact and antenna cover. Used, good. $10. 2 left. 

WWII I-83H Dynamotor test stand. Tests all then-current 14v and 28v types. 
Requires 16v and 32v input. Made by Espey mfg in 1943. Used, good. $23 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 10:45:24 1995 
Date: 26 Jun 95 04:41 GMT 

From: FRANCIS4@AppleLink.Apple.COM (Francis, Dexter) 
Subject: Musings 

Message-ID: <804142258 .9083816@AppleLink.Apple.COM> 


Some random vibrations: 


JoeWP has 4CX250B's for 45.00 and I have a copy of the September 1958 QST with 
a project in it called "A Desktop 650 Watt Amplifier" that uses two of these 
running AB2. Drop me a note if you'd like a copy. 


On planned obsolescense and the ability to predict a classic before its time; 


There is a part of me that wants to yell "NO WAY BJ!" But, on further 
reflection I'd like to offer a couple nominations and why I feel that they 
qualify: 


1986 Honda Accord - This car was good looking, ran like a top, didn't break and 
is one of the most sought after used Japaneese cars. WHY? Because it was 
reliable, cute enough and did the job well. Years later they are considered 
one of the most best and most desireable imports of the last 30 years. 


1966 Jaguar XKE - Pure Sex Appeal. Not that Macho Swagger Muscle Car stuff. 
Grace, Sleekness, 150 MPH of female hormone rush. You guys with your Corvettes 
can rave all you want about them. NOTHING except maybe a Ferrari 250 even comes 
close to an E Type for looks. (I know, they are a demanding nightmare to work 
on, but what dazzlingly beautiful woman isn't?) 


P-51 Mustang - The XKE of the sky. More of the same, except crafted by American 
Airheads at what used to be called NAA rather than BL. 


Classic is more than just being around in 50 years because you were coddled or 
forgotten in some back room closet. Classic comes from being a well 
implemented design that is still recognized as extra-ordinary years later, in 
spite of technological advances that should have made you obsolete. It comes 
from nearly painful attention to detail and solid design sense. (Those who know 
are proud that Raymond Lowe had a hand in the Industrial Design of some 
radios, no?) The bottom line is that they were done by people who really cared 
and took some pride in their work. People with a sense of balance and function 
and how to express the purpose of a thing in its shape and feel as well as 
making it reliable. 


Now onto my final topic for the night: "Aaron's in Love" 
It will be easier if you just admit it. BA fever is not "rational". This is 


not to say that it isn't possible to come up with reasons what BA's are 
Superior to Silicon Rice Boxes. (SRB's) Vacuum tubes do some things really well 


and the truth is, you could probably design a tube rig with many of the 
important features of the YaKenComs, but 50 memories and no tune band switching 
aren't what Ham radio - or just radio - is all about any more than art is just 
about paint and brushes and canvas or marble and steel. A humble one tube regen 
rig isn't superior to a sand box only because it's got a heater and a cathode 
and a grid. It's the panache of necessity and minimalism brought together to 
produce a work of art. 


You don't need to rationalize or justify BAs anymore than yo have to explain 
why you love a wife or girlfriend. Just admit you are in love and be happy you 
found an object that ignites that in you. 


-df 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 16:08:09 1995 
Date: Mon, 26 Jun 1995 12:46:25 -0700 

From: Liles Garcia <liles@bitinc.com> 

Subject: Need Information on RBL-6 

Message-ID: <199506261946.MAA21336@zephyr.bitinc.com> 


Good Monday afternoon fellow boatanchors, 


This weekend, I saw a Navy RBL-6, and I debated about picking 
it up and bringing it home. The frequency range looks to 

be 14 KHz to mid-Broadcast band. It is made for the Navy by 
National. Can the group please give me some advice about 
this old receiver, and maybe then I can call and put a hold 
on it. How many tubes are in it? I did not see very many, 
but there are a number of shielded enclosures on the chassis. 
Also, what makes this radio stand out in my mind is is has 

a "REGEN" control on the front panel. The radio looks OK, 
and it looks like the case is copper plated. The tuning 
capacitor has four sections. Please email me back with 
whatever you all can. Also, is there a chance that the 
electrolytic capacitors are the liquid kind? I probably 

need to know this before I plug it in. Thanks much in 
advance. 


Regards from Aloha, Or, 


Liles Garcia 
liles@bitinc.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 10:45:24 1995 

Date: Mon, 26 Jun 1995 07:45:45 -0400 (EDT) 

From: johnmb <johnmb@nando.net> 

Subject: Orange drops 

Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950626074138 .26817A-100000@parsifal.nando.net> 


I just checked my mailbox this morning here at work, and 

found a databook dedicated to our old favorite "Orange Drop" caps. 

Guess what? They aren't "Sprague Orange Drops" any more... the 

line was sold to another firm calling itself SB electronics. 

(SB stands for Sprague Barre"... "the birthplace of the orange drop"!) 
...well, at least they didnt fold the product line altogether! 
/john 
wb5o0au 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 10:45:24 1995 
Date: Mon, 26 Jun 95 01:39:10 UTC 

From: n5off@w5ddl.aara.org 

Subject: R-390A census, info wanted 

Message-ID: <125320@w5ddl.aara.org> 


I recently placed a new copy of the subject list out on the listserv, so if you 
wish to receive a copy, please see below. 


Still looking for more info. If you haven't yet done so, please send me a note 
with your 390A info. 


73 de tom 


>Reply to: nd5off*%w5ddl.aara.org@usl.edu 

To get a copy of the subject list, send a message to: 
listproc@theporch.com 

leave the subject line blank 


in the body of the message type 


get boatanchors r390a.users 


Thanks to all who have contributed R-390A info. We have data on over120 rigs 
from 16 contracts. The lowest serial number seen was 2, and the highest ina 
given contract was over 7000. Contributions include those from 
Dittmore-Freimuth and Fowler Industries contracts, as well as an EAC consumer 
products run. 


As I mentioned in earlier posts, I am compiling a survey of R-390A's 

owned by people who frequent the packet and Internet boards. The object of the 
game is to try and ascertain how many contracts were let for manufacture, 

and how many were made. 


If you wish to participate in the census and you own one or more R-390A's, 
please go take a peek at it (them) and then reply to me with this information: 


1) maker (EAC, Motorola, etc) 

2) order number (63-PH-54 for ex) from the front tag 

3) serial number off of the front tag 

4) any unusual features (tags, stamps, frequency shield, etc) 


Thanks, 


de tom n5off*%w5dd1l.aara.org@usl.edu Internet 
n5o0ff@k5arh.la.usa packet 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 16:08:09 1995 
Date: Mon, 26 Jun 1995 10:36:33 -0400 

From: steve@hi.com (Steve Byan) 

Subject: Re: R-390A coax connectors - Need source 
Message-ID: <v0211010fac147486£2fc@[140.243 .30.128]> 


>Looking for a R-390A antenna connector source. I think I need 
>a UG-421/U or UG-969/U for the balanced antenna cable and a 
>UG-573/U for the whip antenna connector 


The whip connector is a "type C". These are a little hard to find. I think 
Fair Radio has some, and I bought some used ones from the RF Connection a 
while back. 


The balanced input takes connectors that are now used for "twin-ax" 
computer network connections. Most everybody has these: Newark, Allied, I 
think even Digi-Key, Mouser, the local You-Do-It electronics emporium, etc. 
Fair Radio has ‘em, too, albeit "used". 


>So anyone know a good BA connector source for military connectors. 


The RF Connection 

213 North Frederick Ave 
Suite 11F 

Gaithersburg, MD 20877 
(800) 783-2666 


I don't have a phone number handy for Fair Radio. 


Regards, 

-Steve 

Steve Byan internet: steve@hi.com 
Hitachi Computer Products (America), Inc. 

1601 Trapelo Road phone: (617) 890-0444 
Waltham, MA 02154 FAX: (617) 890-4998 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 16:08:09 1995 
Date: Mon, 26 Jun 95 08:46:48 PST 

From: TLeonard@ccmgate.mti.com (Leonard, Tim) 

Subject: Re[2]: To code or not to code... 

Message-ID: <9505268041.AA804181608@ccmgate.mti.com> 


Hi Jerry, 


I too made that same mistake (printing verses writing) 


and have not been able to recover from it. You are right 


that you have to print smaller and smaller and it seems that 
the resistance of the pen point becomes significant. I have 
even tried using a typerighter (word processor) but came to 
the conclusion that I still have to learn it all over again. 


In my case, with a little short hand, I have been able to 


copy 30 wpm but that is my wall beyond which hard copy seems 


to be impossible. 


Tim AA6DQ 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 10:45:24 1995 
Date: Fri, 23 Jun 95 12:50:56 PDT 

From: jproc@worldlinx.com 

Subject: Re: To code or not to code... 

Message-ID: <Chameleon.4.01.2.950623131142.jproc@> 


In a matter of a few weeks, you will have mastered 


> the hand - ear coordination so that you can print fast 

> enough to allow your brain to worry about the cw, not the 

> writing of it. DO NOT COPY IN YOUR HEAD. YOU ARE TRYING TO 
> LEARN TO LISTEN, INTERPRET, AND WRITE AT THE SAME TIME. 


Tim, 


You have stated this perfectly. In addition to that, there is another hidden 
secret in mastering Morse. Many people are not aware of it ...... PRACTICE, 
PRACTICE and MORE PRACTICE. Practice receiving the code till it hurts. 


I did something strategically wrong at the beginning which I now warn people 
about. It is very natural to PRINT morse code when you are first starting. I 
now regret that I did not learn to WRITE the code instead of PRINT it. This 
now limits the maximum speed that I can hand copy. 


Printing limits code copy to around 20 to 22 wom. After that, you have to 
keep printing smaller and smaller to keep up. After some practice, I was able 
to write down the code provided that it was sent slowly, however, I always 
found myself reverting back to printing as the speed increased. Is there 
anyone else who has experienced this? Some things in life are difficult but 
not impossible to ‘unlearn’. 


Regards, 

Jerry Proc, VE3FAB 

Radio Restoration Volunteer 
HMCS Haida 

E-mail: jproc@worldlinx.com 
Toronto, Ontario 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 16:08:09 1995 

Date: Mon, 26 Jun 1995 11:11:00 -0400 (EDT) 

From: Steve Ellington <n4lq@iglou.com> 

Subject: Re: To code or not to code... 

Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950626110003 .23037A-100000@iglou.iglou.com> 


On Mon, 26 Jun 1995 jproc@worldlinx.com wrote: 
> In a matter of a few weeks, you will have mastered 


>> the hand - ear coordination so that you can print fast 
>> enough to allow your brain to worry about the cw, not the 


> writing of it. DO NOT COPY IN YOUR HEAD. YOU ARE TRYING TO 
> LEARN TO LISTEN, INTERPRET, AND WRITE AT THE SAME 


Printing limits code copy to around 20 to 22 wpm. After that, you have to 
keep printing smaller and smaller to keep up. After some practice, I was able 
to write down the code provided that it was sent slowly, however, I always 
found myself reverting back to printing as the speed increased. Is there 
anyone else who has experienced this? Some things in life are difficult but 
not impossible to ‘unlearn’. 


VV VV VV VV VM 


> Yea, me. I can 50 wpm in the head but can only print about 30 on a good 
day. Like you say, I learned to print the code. I think I learned that 
from the ARRL code book. They showed the proper hand movements to make 
the letters with minimum strokes. Of course with writing instead of 
printing, you need to learn to copy behind what's being sent. That's 
tricky. I don't have a lot of RAM upstairs. Back in 197Q0something I 
entered what must have been one of the last hamfest code contest and was 
able to receive 31 by printing but some guy with a typewriter (mill) 
whipped me and got 35wpm. At the time, I couldnt type. Now I can but 
there are no more contest. What ever happened to them. Shuck, I actually 
won a nice certificate and a pencil! 

73 >>> 


Steve 
n4l1q@iglou.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 16:08:09 1995 
Date: Mon, 26 Jun 95 12:36:30 -0700 

From: "Kevin E. Schmidt" <w9cf@ptolemy.la.asu.edu> 
Subject: Re: To code... + BA question 

Message-ID: <9506261936.AA27531@ptolemy.la.asu.edu> 


I can't imagine why you guys want to write down everything you receive 
on cw or why this is a mistake. I copy in my head and make notes of 
what I want to remember. I do the same on voice contacts :-). Since 
my writing is more or less independent of listening, I don't have the 
printing versus cursive problems. I thought this was the way everyone 
did cw. It is disconcerting to learn that some of the drivel I've sent 
over the air may be recorded for posterity. 


To keep from getting too far away from boatanchors, I have a BA cw 
question. I run my BA receiver/transmitter combos break-in using 


either an external vacuum relay set up or a TR switch. (Someday I'll 
convert to PIN diodes, but not mention it here.) 


Are there any stock boatanchor transceivers that operate full break-in 
at 25-30 wpm? All the ones I'm familiar with run "semi-breakin." If a 
full breakin transceiver exists I would like to know about it. If it's 
quiet too, that would be a bonus. 


Kevin Schmidt w9cf@ptolemy.la.asu.edu 
Department of Physics and Astronomy 

Arizona State University, Tempe, AZ 85287-1504 
(602) 965-8240 

(602) 965-7954 (FAX) 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 16:08:09 1995 
Date: Mon, 26 Jun 1995 07:44:59 -0700 

From: wOogh@ix.netcom.com (Larry Godek) 

Subject: re: WB4DBB qth 

Message-ID: <199506261444 .HAA12325@ix2.ix.netcom.com> 


I think I got the call right. Yeah I saw that to. I wonder if when 
you go on a tour through the house, if they check to see if you have 
glue on ur fingers. 


I know a fellow in california that has a similar situation. His 2 car 
garage is full of gear. Some of it goes back to the early 1900's. The 
he took me to his shack out behind the garage. My gawd. Then after I 
woke up he says, " I got a couple more rooms full of stuff but We can't 
get inthem. They is to full". Instant fade out again. 95 Percent is 
all boatanchors. I keep contact with him "just in case". 


Another fellow told me he had 50+ pieces of stuff sitten there on 
display in his shack. Ever wonder why we cant find any goodd stuff at 
swap meets anymore? 


Larry WOOGH 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jun 26 16:08:09 1995 

Date: Mon, 26 Jun 95 11:25:58 EDT 

From: junger@mtn.er.usgs.gov (John Unger) 

Subject: WTB: Drake R4-c xtals 

Message-ID: <9506261525.AA01941@mtn.er.usgs.gov.er.usgs.gov> 


I'm looking for the following xtals to expand the range 
of my R4-C: 


xtal freq. coverage 
17.1Mhz 6.0-6.5MHz 
17.6 6.5-7.0 

20.6 9.5-10.0 

21.1 10.0-10.5 
29.1 18.0-18.5 


tnx es 73 - John Unger, W3GOI 


(703)648-6790 - work 
(703)338-4620 - home 


